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August 19, 2000 Week 16 

Again the practice, and race with no qualifying! But that's okay, the Scratch racing team had a pretty good night over all. We can't complain, and wouldn't do any good even if we did, right!! The big news of the night is we all got to Victory Lane… Sorry…. With the 76, not the 22 (although the car is in the picture in the back ground!!), but that is GREAT!! IT was his race to loose, Danimal started on the pole and stayed there with no cautions, so he would have been in deep dodo with me if he hadn't of won!! I got messed up on the start. Remember I was starting on the outside, behind a couple of slow guys? Well I didn't make the right move, we were about 29 wide in the middle of 2 (at least it felt that way!!) and I was on the outside, so I had to get out if it. I fell back from my 6th place start, but when the dust settled and all was said and done, I did finish….…… you guess…………… 8th OF COURSE!! That’s okay another top 10!! A lot of the other drivers were not as lucky, with some of the top runners not having good runs, so I was VERY HAPPY to take the 8th!! 

We then had our qualifying for the 2nd race of the evening and I believe I finished 3rd or 4th, I have a hard time remembering, because we don't get points, but I did qualify so I know it was in the top 6!! 

I got to start in a new place this week 5th, or at least a place I don't get to visit very often!! We had a good start I managed to still be in 5th at about 1/2 way. We had a couple of cautions, and I was still in the top 10, when Charlie and I were coming out of turn 4 and someone decided to make it 3 wide which sent us both around. I WAS SO MAD!! I thought, I had a chance to have a good run and this had to happen. Here we go again that women possessed. I had to start in the rear the car was okay so I didn't have to pit. I am sitting there at the restart looking at what is ahead of me thinking man oh man oh man this SU**s!! I decided in that split instance that this was okay, I was not going to let those guys hold me up and if they did I would make sure they were out of the way in a hurry!! I didn't end up needing to do that, I made the right decisions and found myself before I knew it back to 4th!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! And thank you very much that is where I stayed!! The 3rd place guy got a little squirrelly for a second, but unfortunately not long enough, so I did end up finishing 4th!! But that is just fine!! 

Danimal didn't have such a good second race kinda like my 1st one. He ended up getting together with Chris. He is still trying to figure out what happened. Some times things happen so fast, you don't have a chance to figure it out. Chris was able to stay out and did finish 7th. Danimal ended up going in because the car was not handling.. 

Jack Bateman in the Mod didn't have such a good night either. Seems he got up in the sandbank and had the "death wobble" and ended up burying the car in to the bank in turns 3 & 4. Danimal said it shredded the tire and wound it all up in the suspension and that after he got out of the 76 and went back up it was still all jammed up!! Hopefully this coming week we can all do well again!! 

We have only 3 races left and it will be an interesting closure to the season. Right now there is a definite 3 way battle going on for 2nd place, with Chris currently holding it by 4 points and there is also a 3 way battle for 5th place, with YOURS TRULY holding it by 4 points as well!!! We actually made it!! Now I need to try and stay there!! I want so much to get me a trophy on the track in the next 3 weeks!! So that is my focus and not the points! (YEH right!! Haha!!)

August 26, 2000 Week 17 

Well I am glad I had already written up the past week’s races, cause I would have had a hard time writing with the same enthusiasm after this past weekend. All is not lost and we did finish, just not as well as I would have liked. Danimal was able to bring the backup car to a strong 3rd place finish, which we are really proud of! Jack Bateman had a great weekend too, with a 2nd and a 1st. They had 2 races again this past week. I do believe that they are now caught up!! I started 9th, qualified by finishing 4th with a good run.  So with my 3-week average being so good, I had the pleasure of starting even further back than usual!! I ran into a guy on the start they had a caution, put out because of someone else. On the restart I went around one lap and the darn car wouldn’t turn….. Yeh I cut a da** tire!! I went in the pits, my jack man wasn’t there, seems they had to get in the hay!! PLEASE HAY!!! We are racing!! HAHA. No that is okay (my jack guy is my dad) can’t be too mad at him, but I gotta make him feel a little guilty!! The guys lost a lug nut, which in mini vil when that happens you really loose it, cause we have the pleasure of pitting in sand, no asphalt for the thing to role across!! They finally got the tire changed; I got back out but had gone down several laps. The 2 guys I had to beat didn’t fair so well either the 36 finished next to last and the 60 unfortunately finished 2 positions ahead of me instead of behind so now we are tied for 5th! Oh well he could of won which would have been a lot worse. We ended up finish 12th and 10th.  2 weeks left, it is hard to believe that the season is almost over. I just want to get me a trophy in the next 2 weeks and then I will be happy!! So we will hope that Mother Nature cooperates and that I get to send out the next letter with a pic of a trophy in it!! At least we are having a good time trying!!

August 12th, 2000 Week 15 

Statistics:
Week: Finish    Points    TotPts  standing

Week 1
8th
36
36
8th

Week 2
7th
38
74
6th
Week 3 
RAINED OUT

Week 4
RAINED OUT (AGAIN!)

Week 5
8th
36
110
6th
Week 6
8th
36
146
6th
Week 7
4th!!
44
190
6th
Week 8
11th
30
220
6th
Week 9
8th
36
256
6th
Week 10
 8th
36
292
6th
Week 11 Spring break

Week12 Might rain--better cancel

Week 13 12th
28
320
7th
Week 14
 qualified then rained out

Week 15
 11th 
30
350
6th!

Week 16 qualified ran out of time…

Week 17 8th
36
386
6th

4th
44
430
5th!!!

Week 18 12th
28
458
5th tied!

Be sure to tune into KIXX at 100.5 on Monday nights from 6:00pm to 8:00pm where you can hear my spot on the Checkered Flag program acknowledging my sponsors!! It is a great ad!

Sponsor paragraph: 

Dennis Preston Builder Strafford; ABC Motors Lebanon; Allan Hammond General Contracting Canaan; AC Lawnmowing & Snowplowing, WRJ VT; Brownies Speed Shop & Auto Parts Enfield; "Bungie Bill"; Cellular ONE Lebanon; The Country Hair Salon Ascutney; The Florida Gang; KIXX the valleys best country at 100.5; McLain Chiropractic Ctr. Lebanon; Morways Auto Salvage, Charlestown; SKEETS; Russel Gifts; New England Racing Collectibles; Scranton & Son; Claremont; V101 the valleys real rock at 101.7 fm; and WRJ Animal Hospital WRJ. 

I still have more  "sponsor" spots. If you are interested or know of someone, please let me know!!

The Special Thanks Window has (with plenty of room available): Earl, Bobby G., Brian, Carol Buckley; Dick & Roberta; Dad & Beth, Brad & Gloria; Rick V, Mom Gilbert, Chris and Mike, (12 Mini Stock), Erica, Chris & Tina, Patti & Erwin & Tiffany, Steve & Kelly, Danimal Brown & Wendy, Peggy, John Foster, Herb & Joyce, Ruth & Saki; Edward & Kim, Lauren, Marge's B & B, and R & M Antiques and Collectibles. 

I can never say enough how much you are ALL appreciated. Without you we would not be able to do this!! 

Graphix by DJ Winning Image Graphix in Pittsford VT. 802/483-9412

Power Plants done by Danimal at Jack's Speed Shop Lebanon NH. 603/448-1178.

Don't forget to check the web site: http://homepage.fcgnetworks.net/mini22
ALSO some important web sites to check out: 

www.racingdivas.com go to media center and then features.

http://thunval.net go to Thunder Valley Racing then to Distant Thunder.

http://www.sover.net/~sb162pro/ go to past interviews.

Our mailing address is:

Scratch Racing

April May & Victor Gelineau

RR 1 Box 403

Enfield, NH 03748

Don't forget to check out my home track's web site: www.claremontspeedway.com,

and the following online sponsors. In this modern world of technology you can listen to the radio while you shop for nascar collectibles and special gifts on line without ever leaving your home!! 

www.neracingcollectibles.com; www.kixx.com; www.russelgifts.giftworldnet.com; www.v101.com
Until next time, drive fast turn left! 

22 Scratch Racing Team

April May (Driver) Victor (Owner)

Mark (Crew chief) Skeets, Denny (Dad),

Support Crew: Beth & Robin 

JR crew: Matthew, Kaitlyn & Jenna & Tyler
