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July 24, 2000 ~ Volume Five Issue 8

July 1, 2000 Week 9 

First week we didn't qualify. I started in the rear (17th).  Sorry guys, I got so busy I didn't do a write up about this week right then and it has been about a month since we last raced so I am hard pressed to remember how the night went!! I did finish 8th, so the big question is how come when I start in the rear I can move up to 8th but when I start around 6th I still end up 8th, I should be winning every week right!?! Guess we will definitely need to work on that one!! 

July 8, 2000 Week 10 

Spring Break no racing 

July 15,2000 Week 11 Canceled because it was "supposed to rain"--guess what it never did. The biggest disappointment was my junior crew was here from Florida specifically to see me race and ride on the Pepsi ban wagon and they didn't get the chance. Hopefully that will be the last one of the year, because now every time we get a rain out, we don't get the opportunity to make up the event because we are not a "NASCAR division". 

July 22, 2000 Week 12 I need to get together with Ward and try to get these gd monkeys off of our backs! When Ward was doing good we were doing good. Since the Carb busted we have been plagued with the new curse for 2000. Seems that once we have a problem with something we are cursed with that problem for the rest of the year. One year was fuel lines, now we have braided and no more problem. One year was carburetor, the guys figured out how to make that work. This year it is Throttle Linkage!! The air filter bolt has broken 3 times which caused it to get hung up in the linkage, and this past week the linkage came loose, turned, and guess what? All of a sudden with about 3 laps to go, I look at the gages thinking I lost oil pressure, because I ain't got no power! Everything is okay, but the car won't go, so on the last lap at the start finish line 2 guys get by me and I finished 7th, which means I didn't qualify and have to start in the back again!!  This was the big 50 lapper. We made it 24 laps before we had a caution not bad!! We were told at a driver's meeting at the beginning of the night that the caution laps would count to get to 50 laps but they would not count for position. Meaning if you went in under caution you would not go down laps as long as back before the green. The fords had a pretty tough night. My bud Chris lost, I think he said the Carburetor early on and finished 17th. He along with at least 2 other drivers was fortunate enough to have an encounter with the same driver I did. Unfortunately for me it happened on lap 40 and when he turned right he turned hard enough to get us hung up together. I guess he doesn't like getting passed. He actually got into, and spun at least one other person as they were going by on the out side…. Vic was actually yelling at me because I was giving the guy way too much room he said, and than the next thing he knew I was going around and we got hung up. The wreckers had to pry us apart. As I said this was about lap 40 the wrecker crew said the tire was fine but my fender would probably not hold up. I figured I had better go in and have the crew rip it off so that I wouldn't get black flagged if it started flapping. I knew that the caution laps only counted for equaling 50 not for position. Right?? WRONG!! The crew got the fender duck taped on to hold it and I got back out just as the field was going green. I look up and see that there is only 7 laps left and figured it wasn't worth going in and then with one lap to go 2 guys get together in front of me and I finish ahead of them so figure it was worth it… WRONG. One of the guys got DQed for something else and the other guy is shown as finishing ahead of me. I decide I should be given an explanation and am told I was scored one lap down. I didn't know who won the race so obviously he didn't lap me, so why am I a lap down?? Come to find out the caution laps don't count for position until we get to…..40!! Some days you can't win for trying. I would NEVER have pitted, would have taken my chances with the fender if we had been told that in our drivers meeting.. Oh well. I keep waiting for when my luck isn't always bad luck. I ended up finishing 12th, my second finish of the year out of the top 10. There is 1 driver left with all top 10 finishes. 1 with 1 out of the top 10, and 4 with 2 out of the top 10. So that to me is still an impressive stat as I am one of the 4!! Unfortunately I have fallen to 7th in points by 4 points. Maybe next week we can get rid of that monkey and have some luck go our way. My luck is about like Jeremy Mayfield's right now (his last lap flat at Pocono.) Sure wish it were more like Rusty's (being there when Jeremy had the flat to take the win!!) I still believe that I WILL make it to victory lane before the year is out!! 

I would like to thank all of my friends, family, and fans who made it to the show Saturday, I hope you weren't too disappointed! I hope to see you again!

Next goal- MAKE IT THROUGH THE NIGHT WITH NO THROTLE LINKAGE PROBLEMS????? AND THEN MAYBE I WILL GET THE CHANCE TO WIN MY HEAT RACE!! 

Statistics:
Week: Finish    Points    TotPts  standing

Week 1
8th
36
36
8th

Week 2
7th
38
74
6th
Week 3 
RAINED OUT

Week 4
RAINED OUT (AGAIN!)

Week 5
8th
36
110
6th
Week 6
8th
36
146
6th
Week 7
4th!!
44
190
6th
Week 8
11th
30
220
6th
Week 9
8th
36
256
6th
Week 10
 8th
36
292
6th
Week 11 Spring break

Week12 Might rain--better cancel

Week 13 12th
28
320
7th
Be sure to tune into KIXX at 100.5 on Monday nights from 6:00pm to 8:00pm where you can hear my spot on the Checkered Flag program acknowledging my sponsors!! It is a great ad!

Sponsor paragraph: 

Dennis Preston Builder Strafford; ABC Motors Lebanon; Allan Hammond General Contracting Canaan; AC Lawnmowing & Snowplowing, WRJ VT; Brownies Speed Shop & Auto Parts Enfield; "Bungie Bill"; Cellular ONE Lebanon; The Country Hair Salon Ascutney; The Florida Gang; Jack's Speed Shop, KIXX the valleys best country at 100.5; McLain Chiropractic Ctr. Lebanon; Morways Auto Salvage, Charlestown; SKEETS; Russel Gifts; New England Racing Collectibles; Scranton & Son; Claremont; V101 the valleys real rock at 101.7 fm; and WRJ Animal Hospital WRJ. 

I still have more  "sponsor" spots. If you are interested or know of someone, please let me know!!

The Special Thanks Window has (with plenty of room available): Earl, Bobby G., Brian, Carol Buckley; Dick & Roberta; Dad & Beth, Brad & Gloria; Ed & Kim Rick V, Mom Gilbert, Chris and Mike, (12 Mini Stock), Erica, Chris & Tina, Patti & Erwin & Tiffany, Steve & Kelly, Danimal Brown & Wendy, Peggy, John Foster, Herb & Joyce, Ruth & Saki; Edward & Kim, Lauren, Marge's B & B, and R & M Antiques and Collectibles. 

I am pleased to welcome a new special thanks person! Lauren, thanks so much for your contribution! I can never say enough how much you are ALL appreciated. Without you we would not be able to do this!! 

Graphix are once again done by DJ from Winning Image Graphix in Pittsford VT. 

802/483-9412

Power Plants done by Danimal at Jack's Speed Shop Lebanon NH. 603/448-1178.

Don't forget to check the web site: http://homepage.fcgnetworks.net/mini22
Also make sure to get a copy of the August issue of RACING MILESTONES and check out page 9!! 

Our mailing address is:

Scratch Racing

April May & Victor Gelineau

RR 1 Box 403

Enfield, NH 03748

Please feel free to SEND US YOUR MONEY!! You can make checks out to Scratch Racing and I would be more than happy to provide you with a receipt if you would like for tax purposes.

Don't forget to check out my home track's web site: www.claremontspeedway.com,

and the following online sponsors. In this modern world of technology you can listen to the radio while you shop for nascar collectibles and special gifts on line without ever leaving your home!! 

www.neracingcollectibles.com; www.kixx.com; www.russelgifts.giftworldnet.com; www.v101.com
Until next time, drive fast turn left! 

22 Scratch Racing Team

April May (Driver) Victor (Owner)

Mark (Crew chief) Skeets, Denny (Dad),

Support Crew: Beth & Robin 

JR crew: Matthew, Kaitlyn & Jenna & Tyler
