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We made our last trip around the asphalt for the year 2000 at one of my favorite tracks. Canaan had an open show and we decided at the last minute that we would go ahead and play one more time for the year. We had a great time, well at least I did! 

When we got on the track it became apparent that it was indeed an open show. We were running with other Claremont cars, cars with street tires, and cars I wasn't quite sure as to what they were!! The track hadn't seen a good batch of rubber since the year before so I was a tad cautious the first time out. The second time out it became obvious that we didn't have the power at the end of the straights like we used to have. We run the same gear at Claremont as we do at Canaan, and before we were always faster at Canaan. Well not this time. We changed the gear for Claremont this year and this new combination just wasn't the ticket for Canaan. 

We decided to leave it as it was for the heat race. I started on the outside pole and quickly took the lead. This is a good thing cause my crew would have killed me if I hadn't. I was running with all street tire cars except one!! I led all but the most important lap-the last lap. Coming out of 4 for the next to last time I was getting a little high and my friend Joey was there to take advantage of my short coming and jump underneath me for the win. Mark wanted to know why I was going slower every lap because that was what it looked like. I told him I didn't think I was going any slower. 

We decided to bite the bullet and do a quick change on the rear end haha. In this division there is no such thing as a quick change, you need to remove the entire rear end and put in a different one including brakes! After Mark got that all done with the help of one of Donny Lashua's friends we discovered that I had a whole in my right rear tire? It was FLAT!! Maybe that was why I was slowing down and it didn't feel like it. I can't even have a flat tire right!! 

The feature had me starting 3rd with my teammate Danimal starting 5th. Coming out of turn 2 there was a ton of speedy dry on the track and the guys around me had straightened out their wheels when they got to it.  But I of course had not; I got the old girl just about sideways, but managed to keep from spinning. Unfortunately the rest of the field was long gone by the time I got her back under control. I proceeded to work on catching the pack, which I was actually doing!! Danimal was playing pretty hard with the guy running with him.  They were slowing each other down when all of a sudden my car wouldn't turn! Well it would turn but right into the infield. I finally gave up after spinning out in the infield and decided to go in, something had to be broken…. Just as I was turning to go into our pit, I heard the preverbal thud thud and knew I had had another flat tire! I get out of the car and walk around to discover that it is the same one!! There was just enough air in the tire to keep it from thudding on the track so I didn't know what was going on!! 

Changing the rear end made all the difference in the world giving me back my power, unfortunately I couldn't keep the darn tires round long enough to use it!!!! Danimal didn't fair much better finally getting dumped by the guy he had been running with. He ended up finishing 4th and I finished 5th. 

Danimal put his late model together for a couple of shows and had Donny Lashua drive for him. Danimal does better driving for some one else instead of him self, more conscientious I think… Donny did a great job finishing 2nd! 

Jack Bateman was there with his mod and put on a great show; he ended up winning his feature, with a car that was definitely set up for the track. As soon as he got out of the traffic he was out of there!!  I enjoy watching Jack run. He likes to use his bumper, but I have NEVER seen him turn a guy. He knows how to rattle you and get you to mess up and then he is there for the pass. Rubbing is racing and he does it well, not like a lot of guys who turn the rub into a shove not letting up until the other guy is out of control. You don't mind seeing the kind of rubbing Jack does. 

So I would say that overall for an open show we all did pretty well. As a driver and a fan I felt that the best show there was the limited late models. There were several cars in the field from our very on late model division in Claremont and they put on one heck of a show. The best part of the whole race was watching one of our guys try to get around another of our guys while holding off a competitor from another track. I hate to admit it but the other competitor made our local guy look terrible. 

The 24 was trying to get by the 29 and would NOT go on the outside. He finally managed to push the 29 out of the way and go underneath him while the other competitor the 88 proceeded to go by the 29 on the OUTSIDE. Needless to say the 24 was not happy and when they both came out the other side he turned right for some reason causing them both to spin and go to the rear. These 2 went at it the whole race with the 88 NEVER retaliating. He would just keep going to the rear when he made his way to the front you couldn't help but cheer him on. He ended up finishing 3rd with what I thought was some of the best driving I had seen in a long time. He truly worked for and deserved that trophy. As for the 24 I think he might have ended up in the top 10. 

We have decided that Canaan will be the last race for the year. What with the two tires gone and none to replace that one and a wedding we have to go to and stuff to do around the house, we figured we might as well quit while the quitting is good. We have a lot of work to do to the 2 cars over the winter and at least we don't have to rebuild either one!! 

Both will be at the Claremont Speedway Car show in the spring and I am hoping at the Hanover Lions RV & Car show in March.  We will probably skip raca-a-rama, it is an expensive trip and we can utilize our dollars in other ways. 

I am in hopes that next year will be as good if not better than this year. We have finally gotten over that sophomore jinx and I see us only getting better. Besides my lucky winning lady is moving up from Florida (the 1 race I won Karla was here!) and her husband is going to be on the crew, which means she will be at the track every week so…………..

Again I must send out a big thank you to ALL my family, friends, special thanks people and sponsors. Without a doubt I would not be here if it weren't for you!  (Incase you haven't noticed I am already working on buttering you up for the kill for next year!!) start saving those pennies, I will be calling on you soon!

For my sponsors, this is a reminder that the annual sponsor thank you party has been scheduled for November 5th. Please mark your calendar and plan on attending. A good time is usually had by all with lots of food, and beverages of choice. So please really try to come. I would love to see all of you there! 

We ran 15 races this season. I had 11 top 10 finishes, 3 top 5 finishes and only 4 finishes out of the top 10 (2 11ths and 2 12ths!) I was in 6th place all but 3 and 1/2 weeks I was tied for 5th one week but technically it was 6th as the guy had a win!! So I guess it is only right that I do finish the season 6th in points. This gives me something to aim for next year!! 

Sponsor paragraph: 

Dennis Preston Builder Strafford; ABC Motors Lebanon; Allan Hammond General Contracting Canaan; AC Lawnmowing & Snowplowing, WRJ VT; Brownies Speed Shop & Auto Parts Enfield; "Bungie Bill"; Cellular ONE Lebanon; The Country Hair Salon Ascutney; The Florida Gang; KIXX the valleys best country at 100.5; McLain Chiropractic Ctr. Lebanon; Morways Auto Salvage, Charlestown; SKEETS; Russel Gifts; New England Racing Collectibles; Scranton & Son; Claremont; V101 the valleys real rock at 101.7 fm; and WRJ Animal Hospital WRJ. 

The Special Thanks Window: Earl, Bobby G., Brian, Carol Buckley; Dick & Roberta; Dad & Beth, Brad & Gloria; Rick V, Mom Gilbert, Chris and Mike, (12 Mini Stock), Erica, Chris & Tina, Patti & Erwin & Tiffany, Steve & Kelly, Danimal Brown & Wendy, Peggy, John Foster, Herb & Joyce, Ruth & Saki; Edward & Kim, Lauren, Marge's B & B, and R & M Antiques and Collectibles. 

I can never say enough how much you are ALL appreciated. Without you we would not be able to do this!! 

Graphix by DJ Winning Image Graphix in Pittsford VT. 802/483-9412

Power Plants done by Danimal at Jack's Speed Shop Lebanon NH. 603/448-1178.

Sponsor Plaques done by Scranton & Son of Claremont, Butch does a great job and can't wait to see what we get this year. 

Some next year news already:

RaceNH.com will be joining us next year as a sponsor. I will be the race team representing Claremont Speedway for their site. It looks like KIXX will be returning so your sponsorship for those who return will be worth more with their ad.

New crewmember: Brock Gibbons

New support crewmember: Karla (Gobber) 

Hopefully we will be able to figure out a T-shirt for next year, BEFORE the season starts!! 

Don't forget to check the web site: http://homepage.fcgnetworks.net/mini22
ALSO some important web sites to check out all places I have been featured: 

www.racingdivas.com go to media center and then features.

http://thunval.net go to Thunder Valley Racing then to Distant Thunder.

http://www.knddesign.com/nerl/home.html Driver interviews

http://www.sover.net/~sb162pro/ go to past interviews.

OH YEH I ALMOST FORGOT!!

Victor Gelineau is one of 4 winners at Claremont Speedway for the True Value Mechanic of the Year Award! The award says Victor, but I feel it goes for the whole team!! Great job. Victor is now in the running to win that award at the regional level and national level.  (This means MONEY so keep your fingers crossed!!)

Our mailing address is:

Scratch Racing

April May & Victor Gelineau

RR 1 Box 403

Enfield, NH 03748

Don't forget to check out my home track's web site: www.claremontspeedway.com,

and the following online sponsors. www.kixx.com; 

www.v101.com
I will probably wait to do my next newsletter after the banquet.  

So,

Until next time, drive fast turn left! 
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