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Happy New Year! 

I had meant to get this off the first of the year, but there just never seems to be a dull moment!! The Scratch Racing Team hopes that this finds you all well and ready for a fun and exciting 2001 season. With Daytona just around the corner it is hard to believe that we will be racing again before we know it!!

We are  making some big changes for the 2001 season, and I must admit that I am really excited about them and looking forward to the best year yet. 2000 saw us finishing the highest ever in the points standing with a very respectable 6th place. Our very own owner of the 22 mini was awarded the True Value Mechanic of the Year award by NASCAR for Claremont Speedway, one of only 4 recipients. We are all so proud of him. Victor is always the first one to offer help and tools or parts if someone is in need, and even though he can be cantankerous at times, he truly deserved that award. We all had an excellent time at the banquet and most give a big thank you to JRB Transportation for providing us with a mini coach to and from. That is the way to travel!! 

So let me see, the changes…. 

I of course will STILL be the driver of the 22, and we are keeping the same color scheme this year.


One of 2 sad changes is that we are trying to sell the 76. Danimal has too much on his plate with being the crew chief of the 47 mod to be able to perform both roles to his best ability. I am very sad to see her go, she has been a good car to me over the years. We are hoping that Bruce Goddell will buy her, as he has expressed a strong interest in doing so, this would make me feel better knowing she is going to a good home.  The other sad change is that Mark Tilton has decided to step down as the crew chief of the Scratch Racing team. He has gone to work for Jack Bateman on the 47 mod. He will  be greatly missed, but not far away, as I see the 47 mod and 22 mini working together in a lot of ways over the coming years. We wish him all the best and know he will do well with that crew. 

That means the Mr. G. (Vic) will once again be wearing the hat of crew chief for the Scratch Racing team. I tried to get Tommy Baldwin but he was a little too busy, so guess I will have to just settle for my husband!! 

My good luck charm has moved up from Florida, and her husband Brock will be a great asset to the team. Brock's brother Kelly will also be working with us and we are very excited to have them both joining us this year. 

My junior crew is also seeing changes, with Mark stepping down, so does his son Matt, and I am so proud to report that my baby (well actually Karla & Brock's) Kaitlyn will be assuming the role of Junior Crew chief for the 22 mini. Her sister Jenna and brother Tyler will have active roles on the junior crew as well. (Maybe I can get out of cleaning the car this year….) Karla is of course the main member of the Support Crew with my step mom Beth, Wendy, Grace, and the Tiltons, Mark, Robin and Matt, assisting her as well.

Skeets is of course still with us, as is my dad, so we look to have a pretty good crowd of people in mini vile this year. I have also heard rumors that Earl may be entering the pits on occasion (something I will believe when I see) along with Butch, and if they do, you can be sure they will be put to work!!

We are making some big changes on the sponsor scene too. We are proud to announce the signing of Sabil and Sons Inc. from White River Jct. As an authorized Cat distributor of parts and other things they will be prominately displayed on the Hood and Hauler for the 2001 season. The hood will look even more like Ward's this year and we are all really excited about this new partnership. Dad was willing to give up his helm of the hood (Dennis Preston Builder) and will be prominately displayed elsewhere on the car.

We will be the Claremont representative at www.Racenh.com who will be sponsoring us via online promotions, etc. This will be a great sponsorship for my other sponsors and I am looking forward to working with Bob Stanhope over the summer.

Dr McLain McLain Chiropractic is giving up his trunk lid, needed to focus his advertising dollars in other avenues, which we totally understand, he is still contributing but at a smaller level, and will be very visible on the car. 

To date the following sponsors have agreed to return, and we are so thankful for their continued support. Every one of you means so much to us:

SKEETS; The Country Hair Salon Ascutney; AC Lawnmowing & Snowplowing, WRJ VT; Brownies Speed Shop & Auto Parts Enfield; Cellular ONE Lebanon; The Florida Gang; KIXX the valleys best country at 100.5; WRJ Animal Hospital WRJ. I believe that ABC Motors Lebanon; Morways Auto Salvage, Charlestown; Russel Gifts; Scranton & Son; Claremont; Allan Hammond General Contracting Canaan; (well I actually talked to Allen at the Banquet, but am a little foggy on what he said…)will once again be with us. 

The Special Thanks Window has (with plenty of room available): Earl, Dick & Roberta; Dad & Beth, Brad & Gloria; Danimal Brown & Wendy, Peggy, John Foster, Herb & Joyce, Ruth & Saki. I am sure that will be hearing from the rest of you anyday now with your commitment for the 2001 season….Bobby G., Brian, Brad & Gloria; Patti & Erwin & Tiffany, Edward, Lauren, Marge's B & B, and R & M Antiques and Collectibles….. 

I can never say enough how much you are ALL appreciated. Without you we would not be able to do this!! 


Graphix will be done by DJ Winning Image Graphix in Pittsford VT. 802/483-9412

Power Plants done by Danimal at Jack's Speed Shop Lebanon NH. 603/448-1178.

Sponsor Plaques done by Scranton & Son of Claremont. 


We will be picking up our engine TOMORROW. Danimal has her already to go. 

We once again really want to get some sort of T-shirt done this year, so hopefully…. 


For those of you who don't know, I will be going into the hospital on Monday the 22nd (good omen--my #!!) for surgery, I am having a hysterectomy and will be out of work for about 6 to 8 weeks. BUT I will be READY for racing you can be sure of that. Maybe with a few less female parts I will have more male testosterone on the track!! I will get those hormones right, so we won't have any more of the "bad hormone days!! I hope to do a lot with my website as well as Jacks, so keep checking to see. 


We will be at the Claremont Speedway car show this year as well as the Lyons Car & RV show in Hanover in March. We will NOT be going to  Race-a-rama, it is just way too much work and money and we need to focus on things at home. 

Don't forget to check the web site: http://homepage.fcgnetworks.net/mini22
ALSO some important web sites to check out: 

http://www.racenh.com 

www.racingdivas.com go to media center and then features.

http://thunval.net go to Thunder Valley Racing then to Distant Thunder.

http://fastjane.com 

http://www.sover.net/~sb162pro/ go to past interviews.

And the following online sponsors. 

www.kixx.com; www.racenh.com www.sabilandsons.baweb.com; 

Our mailing address is:

Scratch Racing

April May & Victor Gelineau

RR 1 Box 403

Enfield, NH 03748

Well I think that about covers it for now.

So,

Until next time, drive fast turn left! 

22 Scratch Racing Team

April May (Driver) 

Victor  (Crew chief)

Skeets, Denny (Dad),

Brock & Kelly

Support Crew: Karla, Beth, Wendy, Grace, Mark, Robin & Matt

JR crew: Kaitlyn Jr Crew Chief, Jenna  Tyler, Connor, Libby,  Luke, Kim, & Allie
